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 Means of transport

Can I get to Central on foot?
 It ’s a bit far to walk. You’d 

better take the MTR or 
the tram.

Hong Kong has a good/(an) effi cient 
public transport system.

1    MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY (MTR)

2    AIRPORT EXPRESS TRAIN

3    LIGHT RAIL

4    PEAK TRAM 5    HYDROFOIL • HK ↔  MACAU 6    FERRY • STAR FERRY

Are there other ways to get to Central from here?
 Oh , yes. You can go by bus or, if you like, 

you can get there by taxi. Just tell the 
driver exactly where you want to go.

Chat point

  getting there
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It is easy to get to places/sightseeing 
spots by public transport.

Ticket prices/Fares are reasonable/
inexpensive/cheap.

7    BUS 8    PUBLIC LIGHT BUS/MINIBUS

9    CABLE CAR

1   The Mass Transit Railway in Hong 
Kong is commonly known as the 
MTR. 

 In Singapore, it’s the MRT. 

 In London, they call it the Tube. 

 In New York, it’s the subway.

2   The quickest way to get to the city 
centre from Chek Lap Kok Airport 
is by the Airport Express. There is 
also a bus service that connects the 
airport to the city centre.

3   Jenny commutes by Light Rail from 
Tuen Mun to her workplace in 
Yuen Long.

4   On a good day, passengers can enjoy 
the beautiful scenery on the cable
car ride.

5   The tour group went to Macau 
on a hydrofoil/in a helicopter.

6   He crossed the harbour by ferry.

7    Jim took a bus to the Peak.

8   The quickest way to get to Shek O 
Beach is by/to take a minibus.

10  Ngong Ping 360 and the Mid-levels 
Escalator offer interesting options 
for  visitors to explore Hong Kong.

 9 &

10    ESCALATOR
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    Th ink of words you know to describe Hong Kong’s public transport and 
present the information using the word web below.

  Write a short text about the following:

 your (least) favourite public transport in Hong Kong
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HK’S PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT
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Build your own word bank 

Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Then research  
their meanings and usage following the steps (i)–(v) outlined in Point 6 on p.4–5.
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 Local currency • notes & coins

Hong Kong dollars.
What money/currency is used in Hong Kong?/
What is the Hong Kong currency called?

What is this? This is a ten cent/one dollar coin.

two dollar

a/one dollar

ten cent

fi ve dollar

ten dollar

twenty centfi fty cent

a ten/hundred/fi ve hundred/thousand dollar note/bill

Can you break a hundred 
dollar bill/$100?

Do you have change for a thousand 
dollar bill/$1 000?
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    Other forms of payment (e.g.   electronic payments: credit/debit cards, 
online banking, electronic cash, etc.)

EPS† card credit card/bank card

*  In Hong Kong, the 
Octopus Card can 
be used:

 <to access>
  the MTR,
  buses,
  public light bus,
  parking facilities, etc.

 <to make payments>
  at retail stores,
  restaurants,
  cinemas, etc.

2    The reader registers 
payment. (The fare is 
calculated according 
to distance travelled.)

3    The fare and the 
remaining credit 
on the card are 
displayed here.

4    Passenger makes 
payment at the turnstile 
(of departure station).

† Electronic Payment Services

The Octopus Card is a 
plastic smart card used to 
make electronic payments 
in Hong Kong.

1    User swipes the Octopus Card against 
the reader to have the fare deducted 
from the card’s stored value. Card 
user can top up the card’s stored 
value, at designated service points.
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  asking for small change 

Do you have any spare change?

Can you change this for me, please?

Can I have one � ve hundred, three one hundreds, 
two � � y dollar notes, and some coins, please?

   Su re. Would you like one dollar coins, 
or fi ve dollar coins?/Sorry, I’ve run out 
of coins. Hope you don’t mind.

  money talk

Where can I get some local currency?
  You can go to the bank./You can get it in the bank, 

or at the money changer’s.

Can I pay later? I haven’t got (enough) cash on me.

Have you got any cash on you?  
     local currency     
     renminbi (RMB)

Chat point

  making a payment

Can I pay by (credit) card?
Do you take EPS (Electronic Payment Services)?
 So rry, sir/madam. We take cash only. 

Or, you can pay using your Octopus Card.
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    Th ink of words you know to describe the Octopus Card or a popular form 
of payment in Hong Kong using the word web below.

  Write a short text about the following:

 imagine youself as a HK$10 coin, then describe a day in your ‘life’
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAYMENT 
METHOD



42

The Tsing Ma Bridge looks spectacular 
with colour lights in the evening.

The beauty of Victoria Harbour is best 
enjoyed by taking a ferry ride across 
the harbour.

 In & around Hong Kong • buildings & sights

The bridge is an architectural 
masterpiece of iron and steel.

The cable car ride at Ngong Ping 360 
offers an amazing view of the giant 
outdoor Buddha statue on Lantau 
Island.

Many visitors like to try the vegetarian 
meals in the Po Lin Monastery, on 
Lantau Island.

The Tian Tan Buddha is a popular tourist 
attraction in Hong Kong. The Wong Tai 
Sin Temple is another major sightseeing spot.

The Po Lin Monastery can be 
reached by bus or cable car.

IFC is a prominent landmark 
in Hong Kong.
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Wong Tai Sin Temple is a popular tourist 
destination.

The Harbourfront Promenade in Tsim 
Sha Tsui is a wonderful place to feast 
your eyes on the spectacular Hong 
Kong skyline.

Try to visit the Peak Tower on a clear 
day. You can see past the sparkling 
skyscrapers and the harbour, all the 
way to the New Territories and the 
green hills beyond.

The Ladies’ Market in Mong Kok and the 
Temple Street Market in Yau Ma Tei offer 
bazaar-style shopping experiences to 
visitors. The markets are noisy, rowdy and 
very crowded during business hours.

This is a typical example 
of a Chinese temple.

The anvil-shaped Peak Tower 
is easily recognisable.

The Peak commands a spectacular/(an) 
impressive view of Victoria Harbour.

The old Clock Tower in Tsim Sha Tsui, 
erected in 1915, is part of Hong Kong’s 
colonial history.
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Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park is 
famous for its colourful coral 
communities and clear water. 
For this reason, it is also a  
popular diving spot.

Visitors to Hong Kong Global 
Geopark can admire the beauty 
of the exotic landforms created 
by earth’s movement in this Sai 
Kung natural wonder.

Mai Po Nature Reserve comes alive 
and bustles with activity during 
the winter season when migratory 
birds from the north make their 
stopover in Hong Kong.

� e scenic beaches in Hong Kong 
are popular among locals as well 
as overseas visitors who love 
relaxing under the sun.

 In & around Hong Kong

� e scenic beaches

For this reason, it is also a  
popular diving spot.

Visitors to 
Geopark
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The Grand Canyon, 
Arizona (USA)

It is the deepest canyon in the 
world.
:  spectacular, breathtaking, 

immense

Cappadocia, Nevehir 
Province (Turkey)

Nicknamed ‘fairy chimneys’, 
it is famous for its amazing 
rock formation.
:  otherworldly, stunning, 

striking

Sequoia and King’s 
Canyon National Park, 
California (USA)

� e Park is home to the largest 
live trees (perhaps the oldest 
living things) on earth.
:  impressive, moving, 

stupefying

Mount Everest and 
the Himalayas on the 
Nepal – Tibet border

It is one of the world’s greatest 
attractions as well as being 
the highest mountain on 
earth.
:  awe-inspiring, formidable

The Great Barrier Reef, 
Queensland (Australia)

As the world’s largest coral 
formation, it is of great 
ecological importance.
:  colourful, inspiring, 

astonishing, kaleidoscopic

Victoria Falls on the 
Zambia – Zimbabwe 
border

Victoria Falls is the world’s 
largest waterfall.
:  thundering, powerful, 

astounding, sensational

 Around the world
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Chat point: talking about a trip to …

  Hong Kong Disneyland/Ocean Park 
feel excited about the visit
get pictures taken with the actors/performing animals
get/buy your entrance ticket at the gate entrance
wait for your friends in front of the ticket booths
go on thrill rides (and get the scare of your life)

  Temple Street Night Market
shop at street stalls (lining both sides of the street)
an open-air market selling all kinds of inexpensive 

gadgets and small goods
try to bargain and haggle over prices

  Wong Tai Sin Temple
a popular place of worship built in traditional Chinese style 
scent of burning joss sticks everywhere
have fortune told by fortune tellers
watch worshippers kneeling and praying before the altar 

(a good lesson on local culture and custom)

  The Peak
enjoy breathtaking panoramic views of Hong Kong
(on a cloudless night) glittering city lights like jewels 

under your feet; a picture of glamour and opulence

  other (Hong Kong travel experiences)
Hong Kong is a fast-paced and prosperous city.
Hong Kong is a shopper’s paradise.
People here/� e locals lead busy lives.
I had a wonderful time in Hong Kong. It was a memorable/

(an) unforgettable experience.
Along the harbour front are shimmering, glass-walled 

skyscrapers.
Take the MTR to avoid getting caught in tra�  c jams.
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    Think of words you know about sightseeing in Hong Kong and organise  
the information using the word web below.

SIGHTSEEING 
IN HK
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 a little known/popular sightseeing attraction in Hong Kong
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 a place you want to visit and your reasons

 

  Write a short text about the following:
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Then research  
their meanings and usage following the steps (i)–(v) outlined in Point 6 on p.4–5.




