EEETHE WORLD

UNIT 6

GAMES & GAMING

UNIT 8

ANIMALS UNDER THREAT

Concerns about gaming p 82
Benefits of computer and/or video games p 83
Endangered animals p 88
Wild animals under threat p 89
Green actions p 93

Chat point p85-9

Word web p86-91-95

Write a short text p86- 91

Build your own word bank p387-92-96-97



1@ Concerns about gaming

Do violent role-playing games make people
more violent?

Does extended gaming promote unhealthy habits
and weight gain?

Will it affect eyesight or physical/mental health?

Will it affect school/work performance?

Is it too easy to get addicted to online/video
gaming?

Why is it that many regular game players get RSI
(Repetitive Strain Injury) in their wrists, eyestrain
and/or neck pain?
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1@ Benefits of computer and/or video games

» improve strategic thinking

Players need to think and make decisions
two or three steps ahead of their current
game situation.

» improve problem-solving skills

The nature of some games calls for players to
solve and overcome problems presented in
various unexpected situations.

» improve eye-to-hand coordination

Video games train players to coordinate their
hand movements with what they see on a
separate screen.

» enhance/spark players’ imaginations

Games encourage players to exercise their
creativity and expand their imaginations.

» encourage a spirit of adventure and exploration

Entire landscapes, fantasy worlds and imaginary
cultures are open for players to explore.

» reinforce and encourage an active memory

Players learn to remember the various skills, tasks
and/or formulas required to get to specific game
areas/levels/stages.

83



84,

teach players about dedication, patience
and endurance

Some games can take weeks or months of skilful
playing to complete.

distract chronic pain suffers’ attention from
their pain

Games help relax patients.

encourage physical activity

Even couch potatoes get hooked on games that
require players to move around in order to
take part.

motivate learning (useful skills and knowledge)

Specially designed interactive games can make
learning fun, which is especially effective for
under-motivated learners.

encourage social interaction and help develop
social skills

There is great fun to be had playing with friends,
and games are a good form of social interaction;
online games can also encourage players to
communicate with others around the world,
thereby developing their social skills further.



Chat point

¢ game talk

¢ gaming habits

How much is it? Is it in stock?
What genre does this game belong to?

Is it a first-person shooter/shooting game or a role-
playing game?

Which company makes this game?
Is there a multi-player mode for this game?

Does this game target casual gamers (people who don’t
usually play video/computer games) or hardcore gamers?

Does this game have replay value?
Yes, it has Wgh replay value.
No, it has poor replay value.

What sets this game apart from others in the same genre?
Its impressive visuals/sound effects/brilliant gameplay.

What consoles will this video game be available on?

How long will it take for my order to arrive?

Do you like playing computer/video games?
How often do you play computer/video games?
What is your favourite game?

Do you usually play alone or with friends?

Are you a casual player?

How much time per week do you spend on computer/
video games?

Can you give me a rough outline of the story?
Who are the main characters?

How many levels/stages are there?

Can you describe the environment in each level?

Where did you find the inspiration for this game?
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_,/ Think of the vocabulary used to describe video/computer games and

their effects, and organise the information using the word web below.

— :
4 / vmtzch
| COMPUTER
" GAMES

< _/ Write a short text about the following: —

» describe the harms/benefits of 2 video/computer game you have played/
heard about




Build your own word bank

Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words
you have learned related to gaming and the effects of gaming.
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1@ Endangered animals

88

According to the magazine article, whales are
endangered largely because they are hunted
for their meat.

At least two tiger species are already extinct due
to human activities.

The shark population has dropped drastically due
to overfishing, as the demand for shark fins in
Asia continues to grow.

There were protests against the building of a hotel
at a site where endangered sea turtles lay their

eggs.

Global warming has a negative impact on the lives
of polar bears living in the Arctic region.

The vet warned me against getting a rare parrot
from illegal traders. (Their numbers have been
greatly reduced because people capture them
and sell them on as pets.)



@ Wild animals under threat

The film star helps promote the cause
of endangered animals by refusing to
endorse non-ethical animal products.

Hippos are often the first animals to die
in a drought because there is not enough
mud and water in their watering holes to
cool down their bodies that are exposed
to the hot African sun all day.

Pandas are finding it hard to travel to find a mate due
to man’s construction of roads and buildings, and

are therefore having fewer young.
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The typhoon led to severe flooding which
killed more than half the animals on the

nature reserve.

The loss of natural habitats to human
development is the greatest threat
to animals living in the wild.
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The nature programme showed viewers The oil spill has caused large numbers

that polar bears have to swim longer of seabirds and other animals to be
distances to reach land due to melting covered by a sticky slick of black oil,
of the Arctic ice. which is slowly killing them.

The salmon population is suffering from
rapidly falling numbers due to overfishing.

In 2011 the animal charity announced that Coral reefs are slowly vanishing
rhinos are now officially extinct in Vietnam due to warmer sea temperatures
due to intensive poaching. (There is a strong caused by global warming.

demand for horns as they are thought to be
medicinal in some parts of the world.)
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_/ Think of the vocabulary used to describe endangered animals and organise
the information using the word web below.

_—

/\' ' ENDANGERED

- ANIMALS
v

g / Write a short text about the following: -

» human actions that endanger animals




Build your own word bank

Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words
you have learned related to endangered animals and related human activity.
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@ Green actions

SAVE THEM!
Why are they endangered?
Z 1NN
s a

At Eco-Dollar, only animal-friendly products
are sold, with a percentage from each sale
made donated to an animal rights’ group.

My brother has signed up for a conservation
programme that focuses on the preservation
of the Amazon rainforest, also known as the
Earth’s lungs.

Green group members are taking to the streets
with eye-catching posters to champion the
cause of endangered animals.

I have signed a petition urging local restaurants
to drop non-ethical animal produce from their
menus.

Not only does the nature reserve help protect
a rare species of butterfly, but it also serves
as a ‘classroom’ for the public to learn more
about green causes.

The speaker ended his speech with an emotional
plea, urging the public to stop buying animal
products, such as fur coats and ivory carvings.
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Chat point

© endangered species
What does it mean for an animal to be part of an

endangered species and/or under threat?

When a species is endangered and/or under threat,
it means that affected animals are very small in
number and are close to becoming extinet, i.e.
eompletely wiped out from existence.

Are there any examples of endangered species you
can think of?

The sea turtle is an endangered species.
Sharks and whales are under threat due to excessive

hunting.
It is important fo protect endangered species because
they are a vital part of our ecosystem.

¢ animal rights
Are you a part of an animal rights group?

What do you think about animal rights?
Animals deserve fo be treated with respect.
Animals have rights foo.

How do you support animal rights?

[ do not buy any produets that have been tested
on animals, because [ believe animal testing is

a eruel pracfice.

[ never wear real fur coafs because [ think killing
animals for their fur, for the sake of looking
‘elegant” is both brutal and inhumane.

¢ animals and the environment

Did you know that global warming is destroying
the polar bears’ habitat?

What kind of human activity affects animals and
their homes?

Deforestation, factory emissions, water pollution,
oil spills, efe.

What can we do to conserve the environment?

The first thing fo do is to raise awareness of this issue.
Every small effort counts if enough people join in.
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vy// Think of the vocabulary used to describe green actions/efforts that can be
made to help animals and the environment using the word web below.

GREEN\
ACTIONS

=

e ——
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Build your own word bank

Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words
you have learned related to green actions and animal rights.
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