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	 How would you describe … ?

1

5

7

6

young boy
–  kid who is chewing 

(bubble) gum 
–  (hair) short and curly, 

tucked under  
a baseball cap

–  (face) big round eyes; 
upturned nose

–  (attire) dressed 
casually in a hoodie 
with a front zip

adult male
–  a confident-looking middle-

aged man in his late 30s
–  (hair) short, black, with 

sideburns and a moustache
–  (attire) dressed formally  

in a suit and tie

young/little girl
–  a sweet child
–  (hair) tied up in a 

pig-tail
–  (attire) checked dress

toddler (boy/girl)
– toddler in walking chair
–  (hair) a thin, fine
–  (face) big flipper ears; 

runny nose; big wide smile 
–  (attire) overalls



3

2

8

3

4

baby
–  a baby in a pushchair/

buggy/pram*

–  (hair) a small tuft of hair 

 [*US English: stroller]

young girl
–  a mischievous looking kid
–  (hair) bob, heavy fringe/bangs
– (face) freckled
–  (attire) dressed informally/casually 

in a pleated skirt and sweater

		Who are they? 

1   Mr Smith is a middle-aged businessman.

2   32-year-old Ms Jones is a smart-looking 
working mother.

3   Gina is a graphic design student. 

5   Karen and Ken are twins and they  
study at the same school.

6   Ashley studies at a kindergarten.  
She is a K2 student./She is in K2.

7   Roger will attend pre-school when  
he is older.

8   Baby Jay is too young for school.

4 &

teenage girl/girl in her teens (aged 13-19)

–  a rebellious/trendy looking teenager
–   (hair) long, wavy, wears a bandana
–  (face) almond-shaped; cat eyes; 

pointed nose; small mouth
–  (attire) dressed casually in a T-shirt and 

jeans and trainers/training shoes*
 [*US English: sneakers]

adult female
–  a middle-aged woman in her 30s
–  (hair) short, dark, chin-length
– (face) oblong; tall nose; thin lips
–  (attire) dressed in smart casual attire/clothes for work; 

in a blouse and knee-length skirt, carrying a handbag
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What does your new teacher look like?
How does s/he look?

How would you describe your 
father/mother/sister/brother?

S/He is smart/handsome/serious/good-looking. 
S/He seems quite cheerful/silly/serious/studious.

Do you know anyone who looks like any of the characters numbered 1  – 8  on 
the previous pages? Share his/her information by completing the blanks below.

 Name: 

  Who & What they are: 
(job/identity/relation to you)

  Gender: 

  Age: 

  Hair: 

  Face: 

  Preferred dress style*:  formal / casual 

  Other: 

   * Circle the appropriate answer.

(Sketch a picture of the 
person you are describing 
in the space below.)
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	 Describing people • build, height & character 

 build

a slim build an average build a stocky/large build
(Many American footballers 

are of a stocky build.)

 height 

tall of medium height on the short side

 general appearance

very neat and tidy/
as neat as a pin

messy/unkempt/sloppy wholesome/healthy/
fi t as a fi ddle

tired/pale

Robbie has …

Robbie is …

Robbie looks …
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S/He is brainy/timid … S/He looks like a/an brainy/intelligent person.

  b rainy, intelligent, bright, 
brilliant, eloquent

 timid, nervous, shy   a nnoying, unpleasant, 
offensive

  s elfi sh, self-centred, 
uncaring, inconsiderate, 
mean

  h aughty, snooty, snobbish, 
disagreeable

  h ard-working, diligent, 
conscientious

  c aring, sweet, gentle, 
kind

 a ctive, energetic, lively, 
upbeat



 character   
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Chat point

		describing yourself 
What are you like?/What kind of person are you?/

How would you describe yourself?
 I a m a quiet person. 
 My friends say I can be very chatty.
 I think I am quite sociable and upbeat.
 I’m  a very sensitive person, and can be moody 

at times.
 I’m not sure. How would you describe me?

		looks and appearance

What does your friend/brother/sister look like?
Do you look like your parents?
 I have my mother’s round eyes and my father’s smile.

What is her mother like?
  Sh e seems very jolly/elegant/energetic/upbeat/

serious/fashionable. 

		others

What kind of a person is your new friend, Bosco?
 Bosco is very hard-working and disciplined. 
 He is very responsible and mature.
 He seems the nervous type.

How do you � nd your new English tutor?
 I like her. She is very patient.
    She is a very witty person.



8

  Write a short text about the following:

 describe someone you like/know
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Th ink of the vocabulary to use to describe a friend and organise the 
information using the word web below.

MY FRIEND:
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words  
you have learned related to describing a person’s appearance and character.
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	 Guess who they are

	 	 About this mysterious superhero

   –  He wears a dark cape and mask to disguise himself on his crime-� ghting missions.
  –  No outsider has seen his face, or know his true identity. 
  –   According to eye-witness reports, he is an adult male, who is tall, well-built, speaks 

� uent English and � ghts with impressive martial art skills.

He is my favourite superhero because 
he is exceptionally brave/righteous/
courageous.

3

1

4

2

6

5

 costume

  On his crime-fi ghting missions, he wears a special costume 
which consists of a cap, a mask, and a bodysuit 1 .

 gadget & weapon

  He carries with him handcuffs 2  which he uses on the villains 
he captures. 

 He keeps his small gadgets in a custom-made utility belt 3 .

  He owns many special weapons such as a grappling gun that 
shoots out super strong all-purpose ropes 4 , and throwing 
stars with sharp blades 5 .

 other

  He commutes using a swanky, purpose-built automobile that 
doubles as part of his high-tech weaponry 6 .
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	 	 About this character

    –   He is a robot cat from the future with a big round head, blue body, white 
hands and feet and a red tail. He wears a cat-calling bell around his neck. 

    –   He is a loyal friend to a Japanese boy named Nobita who is lazy, frail and 
plain-looking.

I like reading about his adventures/exploits because 
they are (so) exciting/extraordinary/full of surprises.

1   Time Machine: enables time travel

2    Gulliver Tunnel: a tunnel that shrinks anyone 
who walks through it

3   Wherever Door: allows you to go anywhere you want

4   Personal Copter: works like a helicopter’s blades; 
shaped like a small skullcap; allows the wearer 
to take off, hover and fl y in any direction

Some of his amazing gadgets include: 

1

2

4 3
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    Th ink of related vocabulary to describe your favourite fi ctional character 
and organise the information using the word web below.

  Write a short text about the following:

 describe your favourite fi ctional character
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MY FAVOURITE: 
FICTIONAL CHARACTER
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	 Superhuman qualities & abilities

 healing powers

  Wounds heal and bleeding stops at the sound 
of the magician’s chants.

 animal mimicry

 Evening Owl has super vision; she can see in the 
dark like an owl.

 duplication

  Multiplier creates physical duplicates of himself 
to confuse his enemies during � ghts.

 fi re-breathing

  Dragons and monsters destroy and burn by spitting/
exhaling � re from their mouths/nostrils.

 invisibility

  � e child hid under the invisibility cloak so that 
no one could see him.

 telepathy

 She is able to read the mind of the villain with 
her telepathic power.
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	 Comic book types (genres)

 manga

 ‘Manga’ generally refers to Japanese-style comics/
comic books, or Japanese comics in general. 

  popular examples:   Dragon Ball Z, Doraemon

 superhero comics

 Superhero comics feature imaginary characters with 
extraordinary powers and abilities.

  popular examples:   X-Men, Superman

 children’s comics

 Created for kids and ‘kidults’ (adults who like kids’ 
stu� ), the characters in children’s comics generally 
look cuddly and adorable. 

  popular examples:    Winnie the Pooh, Smurfs, 
the McDull and McMug stories

 horror & science fi ction comics

 Horror comics and science � ction (sci-� ) comics may 
take on an abstract, or macabre drawing style to present 
their dark stories.

  popular examples:   Star Wars, Zombie Hunters
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Chat point

		reading • likes & preferences
Do you like reading comics/comic books?

What comic books are you interested in?

Do you like � ction or non-� ction?

What kind of � ction are you interested in?
   sci-fi .
 I like stories of love and romance.
   travel/adventure/ghost/horror stories.

Why do/don’t you like reading comics?
 I think they are boring/childish.
 I can’t relate to them.
 I’m not keen about stories told through pictures.

		comic book reading
What is this comic book about?

What is the main character like?

Where did you � nd out about this comic?

Why do you like reading X-Men/� e Adventures 
of Tin Tin?

   I like the characters/artwork/story.

What do you think about this comic book?
     It’s really good./ It’s a disappointment./

The story/artwork is  amazing/
 very captivating/ disappointing.

		other

Would you recommend this book to your friends/
anyone?

Why do you think students will like this book?

What can readers learn (from the story/book)?

How can the story/book be improved?
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    Think of words about comics and comic characters and organise them using  
the word web below.

COMICS
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words  
you have learned related to describing fictional characters.
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eye

front leg

tail
hip

fur muzzle

claw

paw

rear leg

whiskers

ear

	 Cats • felines

		Types

 farm cats:  domesticated cats that live on farms

 feral cats: domesticated cats that have escaped

 stray cats:  ( may be feral cats) homeless cats 
that roam the streets

 hairless breeds: c ats that have little/no fur

 shorthair/longhair: cats that have short/long fur 

 tabbies:  c ats with consistent markings of 
either stripes or spots, usually  
with grey or brown fur

 tortoiseshells*:  c ats with combinations of black, 
brown, orange and/or white fur

  

  [*US English: calico cats]
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American Shorthair

Birman

Manx

Norwegian Forest

Persian

Turkish Angora

What does George's cat look like? 

It’s a Turkish Angora and it’s got 
the whitest fur I’ve ever seen.

Si mon’s cat is an American 
Shorthair.

C athy has got a Manx kitten 
which is very playful. 

<sounds>   meow

     p urr (when they feel 
content and happy)

     h iss (when they feel 
threatened or agitated)

<actions>    s cratch something to 
sharpen their claws

      li ck their coat to clean 
themselves

     strike at their prey

      � ash their sharp claws
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	 Dogs • canines

		Types

show dogs:  m ainly pedigree dogs (good quality 

dogs judged against the same 

breed in competitions)

working/service dogs for:

  as sistance and service (e.g. guide 

dogs for the visually impaired)

 de tection (e.g. fi nding drugs or 

weapons)

 dr aught (e.g. pulling carts and sleds)

 gu arding (e.g. home or property)

 hu nting (e.g. retrieving, scenting 

prey)

 livestock guardians/herding

 policing (e.g. chasing criminals)

 search and rescue

 therapy

mongrels*: mixed-breed dogs

 [*US English: mutts]

Golden Retriever

Miniature Schnauzer

mongrel

German Shepherd

Pekingese

Border Collie



212121

paw/foot

muzzle
eye

ear

back

tail

hip

tongue

tooth

belly

shoulder

fur

paw pad

claw

thigh

<sounds>   bark/howl/growl/whine

<actions>    beg (for food/treats)

     scratch (the sofa)

     wag (their tails)

21
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    Th ink of words you know to describe cats or dogs using the word web below.

DOGS/CATS*

  Write a short text about the following:

 a dog/cat
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  Circle your option.
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words  
you have learned related to cats and dogs.
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	 Animal matters

� e dog barks incessantly to warn its master of the 
approach of an intruder.

He sent the pup to be house-trained by a dog trainer.

� e cat keeps shedding hair, which worsens the owner’s 
breathing allergy.

� e owner was � ned for not cleaning up a� er his 
pet and wilfully letting it foul the pavement.

She puts her dog on a leash when she takes it out 
for a walk.

Stella adopted an abandoned rabbit from an animal 
welfare group. She keeps it in a cage and lets it 
sleep on clean hay.
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Rabbits may look cuddly but be careful – they bite. 
(Look how sharp their teeth are!)

� e black cat looks mysterious with its large 
green eyes.

Samson wagged his stubby little tail excitedly 
when he saw his owner.

Mimi purred contentedly in her owner’s lap.

� e bird with brightly coloured feathers whistled 
a delightfully sweet tune.

� e chubby gold� sh swam leisurely around its tank.
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I like koala bears – they are so laid back, 
sleeping all the time. I don’t like fearsome 
animals such as tigers, lions and bears.

	 Favourite animals

Dogs are very loyal and affectionate. 
They are man’s best friend.

Personally, I like guinea pigs, hamsters 
and turtles. I think they look adorable.

Dangerous-looking animals like lizards, 
frogs, bats, snakes, spiders and scorpions 
fascinate me.

I like most farm animals – cows, sheep, goats 
and pigs – but horses are my favourite. I wish 
I could own a pet horse.

I like big animals such as camels, rhinoceroses (rhinos), 
elephants and hippopotamuses (hippos).

Did you know that rhinos and hippos are 
endangered animals? You can go on the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) website to fi nd out more 
about them and other animals under threat.
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	 Pets

I love my pet/dog/cat/tortoise. 
It is my best friend/companion.

Whenever I feed the doves, they � ock around 
the bowl and peck at the birdseed.

My pet rabbits like nibbling on the carrot chunks 
I give them.

My hamster enjoys running on his wheel.

My dog loves being taken out for walks. We play 
in the park together. (It likes to play ‘fetch’.)

Have I told you about my/Tom’s pet … yet? 

Tom’s singing bird chirps a delightful tune 
every morning.
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Chat point

		physical looks
What do lemurs look like?
 T hey look a bit like raccoons, except they 

are bigger and have long fl uffy tails.

What is/are the colour of their fur/feathers?

Do they have furry coats?

How big can they grow?

		comments

Do they make good house pets/work animals?

Are they easy to train?

Can they be house trained?

Are they obedient/loyal/a� ectionate/greedy 
(for food/attention)?

		others

What is your opinion about performing animals?
Is it right to keep animals in zoos?
What is/are animal cruelty/animal rights?
Is the SPCA doing a good job in Hong Kong?/

Why/Why not?
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  Write a short text about the following:

 your (least) favourite type of pet
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Present suitable vocabulary you can think of to describe pets using the word 
web below.

PETS
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words  
you have learned related to pets and ways to describe them.
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	 Fun facts

A jellyfi sh is 95% water.

A blue whale’s heart only beats 
nine times per minute.

A crocodile’s tongue is attached to the roof of its mouth.

A rhinoceros’ horn is made of compacted hair.

A cat uses its whiskers to determine if a space 
is too small to squeeze through.

A rodent’s teeth never stop growing.

An owl can turn its head 270 degrees to 
check what is sneaking up behind it.

The penguin is the only bird that 
can swim but can’t fl y.

The cheetah is the only cat 
that can‛t retract its claws.

A lion’s roar can normally be heard 
from eight kilometres away.

A chameleon’s tongue is twice 
the length of its body.

Cats can make over 100 vocal 
sounds; dogs can only make 10.

Did you know that … ?
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	 Animal cruelty

Its fur is falling o�  and it is in poor health because 
its owner has not looked a� er it properly.

� e Pomeranian† is su� ering from tick fever and 
may die if le�  untreated.

†  a breed of small dog

� e pet chinchilla was badly abused by its owner 
and was lying lifelessly/limply on the � oor when 
I found it.

� e rabbits are crammed into dirty, cramped cages. 
� ey have had no food or water for days.

� e guinea pig looks extremely agitated/nervous/
frightened. (Its skin is badly scorched.)

I would like to report a case of animal cruelty. 
This animal needs help immediately …

� e gerbil* is uncared for and stinky.

*  a small desert animal like a mouse; 
often kept as a pet
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    Th ink of the vocabulary you know about animal welfare and organise the 
information using the word web below.

  Write a short text about the following:

 a case of animal cruelty/loyalty
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANIMAL 
WELFARE
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    Think of words related to animals and group them using the word web below.

ANIMALS
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words  
you have learned to describe animal activity and cruelty to pets.
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	 Creatures of the night

 Some better known characters

 1   Snow Maid is an evil spirit found in ancient Japanese folklore 
that appears in snowstorms to lure her victims to their deaths. 

 2  A desolate graveyard/an old cemetery is the typical setting for 
stories about spirits or lost souls.

 3   Werewolves are let loose whenever there is a full moon.

 4  The Cyclops is a man-eating monster in Greek mythology 
that only has one eye in the middle of its forehead.

 5  Rodents, bats, ravens and spiders are often portrayed as 
messengers of death/dark forces in ghost/horror stories.

 6   Count Dracula, a fi ctitious character created by Bram Stoker 
in 1897, is perhaps the world’s most famous vampire.

1

2

4

3

5



37

 Elements common to horror stories/dark tales

 –  Often something from the past is the key to the story (e.g. a curse, 
a family secret, a house in ruins, etc.) that haunts the main 
character(s). 

 –  The events in the story follow a fi xed pattern as if controlled 
by fate/destiny.

 –  Bad weather, typically thunderstorms, foreshadows the sinister 
events to follow by setting an unsettling, dark mood. 

 –  Animals’ strange behaviour and/or unusual appearance are 
symbols or warnings of evil. For example:

black crows cawing wolves howling dogs barking cats hissing

5

6
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	 Tell-tale signs of a vampire

His eyes have a mesmerising power. All he needs 
to do is fi x his hypnotic gaze upon you and you 
are fi nished. So never stare into his eyes!

Legend has it that 
refl ections offer a mirror 
to the soul. Vampires are 
beings without souls, so 
there are no refl ections 
when they stand in front 

of mirrors.

He keeps ravens, 
bats, dark hounds and 
other ominous-looking 

beasts as pets.

He has a special 
fondness for all kinds 
of red meat and loves 
eating/having it raw.

Nocturnal by nature, he rests during daylight hours, sleeping 
in a coffi n-like bed, then comes to life after nightfall.

He seldom smiles 
because he does not 

want to show his cold, 
sharp fangs that will 

give away his identity.

All curtains are drawn in his 
residence to avoid sunlight 
from peeping through. He is 
extremely sun sensitive and 

has never seen sunlight, hence 
his pasty complexion.

The address on  
his name card is either 

the site of a derelict castle 
or an old family burial 

ground/cemetery.
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    Th ink of the vocabulary you know to describe a horror character/creature 
and organise the information using the word web below. 

HORROR 
CHARACTER/
CREATURE OF 

THE NIGHT

  Write a short text about the following:

 a scary character/being
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words  
and phrases related to paranormal creatures and beings.
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	 Inside a haunted house

The wind howls/
sweeps through 
the open window.

The fl ickering lights add to the scariness 
and sense of foreboding of the setting.

Badly frightened and 
teary, Crux begs his 

father to end their visit 
to the haunted house.

A tarantula drops 
down from the ceiling/
chandelier and lands 

on Kat’s head. Kat gets 
hysterical and frantically 
rakes her hair to get rid 
of the hideous creature.

Sue is being 
pursued/chased 

after by a monster/
(an) apparition down 
the fl ight of stairs.

Looking into 
the mirror, Bill 
is horrifi ed by 
what he sees – 
the image of 
a monster!

Spotting a skull rolling along 
the fl oor, the girl screams at 

the top of her lungs.

The nobleman in the 
painting suddenly 

grabs Crux’s father 
by the arm as he 

walks by.
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	 Scary experiences

Thick clouds gathered in the night 
sky and soon they were walking 
in pitch darkness.

 setting

The sky was darkening and it looked 
like a storm was looming. Then 
thunder cracked and lightning 
crashed.

All of a sudden, I saw a gruesome 
pair of hairy, heavily calloused 
hands grabbing her.

 things, beings & happenings

There were sounds of scratching 
on the door, and people walking 
around the room.

I opened my mouth to scream, but 
nothing came out. Utter terror 
had taken over me, shaking the 
sound from my voice.

I felt its fi ngers encircling my neck, 
trying to squeeze the very life 
from me.
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The girl let out a blood-
curdling scream at the 
sight of the mysterious 
stranger.

The castle door slowly 
opened with a weary 
creak.

Dean didn’t like driving 
alone through the 
abandoned village 
because he found it
eerie and foreboding.

The vampire fi lm was 
fi lled with eye-popping 
and gory special effects.

The unnerving, creepy-
looking dolls sent chills 
down her spine.

The story was so 
frightening. Nightmares 
disturbed her sleep.

Some of the scenes were 
hair-raisingly scary.

The ghost’s appearance 
was a heart-stopping 
moment for the viewers.
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  Complete the unfi nished sentences below describing terror and fear.

 It gives me the creeps to think about …

  

 It sends a chill down my spine when I recall …

  

 My hair stands on end as I hear howling and …

  

 She shrinks back in her chair with fear as … 

  

 I was scared out of my wits when … 

  

 Her face turned pasty/pale/white as a sheet when …

  

 I screamed at the top of my lungs at the sight of …

  

 � ey took to their heels, vastly shaken by …

  

 Trembling with fear …

  

 My teeth are chattering and my knees are knocking …

  

 My blood runs cold …
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Chat point

		deep dark fears
Are you afraid of heights/furry animals/dogs/cats?

Do you believe in ghosts/the paranormal?

Are you afraid/scared of creepy crawlies/bats/mice/snakes?

Why are you afraid/scared of them?
 I am put off by their vicious-looking fangs/creepy looks.

Can you describe your worst nightmare?
 M y worst nightmare is being trapped in a tunnel   

full of big hungry rats/slithering snakes.

		others

Do you believe in ghosts?

What is your opinion of Halloween/Chinese Ghost Festival?

Have you ever had a terrifying experience? Can you 
describe it? What/How did you feel?

   I  felt dizzy/breathless (short of breath)/nauseous/
badly shaken./

   I  was stupefi ed by a cold and creepy feeling/so horrifi ed 
that I was completely rooted to the spot.

		dark tales

Do you enjoy scary/horror stories?

What is your favourite scary story?

Why do you like scary/horror stories?
 Because they excite and thrill me.

Why do you like this particular scary tale?
 I  like it because it is ultimately a story about 

how goodness triumphs over evil.
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    Think of words related to scary experiences and group them using the  
word web below.

SCARY 
EXPERIENCES
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Build your own word bank 
Make a note of new words you want to find out more about in this space. Record new words  
and phrases related to scary happenings and appearances.




